
EMN European 
         Migration Network

A Virtual Information Exchange 
System on Mi gra ti on and Asyl um 
in Europe 

Improving the availability of and access to information concerning 

migration and asylum at European and Member State level is essen tial 

to supporting policy- and decision-making within the EU. 

The European Migration Network will provide the Community, 

its Member States and in the longer term the general public, with 

objective, reliable and comparable information on the migration 

and asyl um situation. Under the general direction of the European 

Commission (DG Justice, Freedom and Security) and in close co-operation 

with the Berlin Institute for Comparative Social Research, fourteen 

 National Contact Points (NCPs), designated by the Member States will 

carry out the task of gathering, co-ordinating, regularly updating, 

exchanging  and analys ing information and data on migration and  asylum. 

The goal is to include all Member States of the European Uni on in the 

Network until 2006. 

EMN Project fi nanced by the  
European  Commission



A Union-wide network of National Contact Points

will contribute to setting up a systematic basis for monitoring the multidimensional 

phenomenon of migration and asylum by covering its legal, demo graphic, economic, 

social, and political dimensions and identifying its underlying causes. 

The information made available and processed by the contact points will help 

provide the Community and its Member States with an overall view of the migration 

and asylum situation.

Types of information to be collected

•  legislation, case-law and policy on migration and asylum

•  implementation of EU legislation at national level  

•  statistics on migration and asylum

•  trends and patterns in migration fl ows and settlement

•  recent and current research and its results

•  contact details of researchers and research institutes, 

specialised institutions, etc.

Adding value

A tool for data and information monitoring, analysis and research

Through its co-ordinating and centralising role, the network will contribute 

to developing more data and information com para bility. It will also contribute 

to ratio nalising and strengthening the research efforts at national and European 

level and will carry out analyses and pilot research.

 

A tool for responding to new information needs

The European Migration Net  work will also add value as a tool for responding 

to or anticipating new information needs related to European priorities 

of current interest or relevance in the fi eld of migration and asylum. 

The Scientifi c 

and Administrative 

Co-ordination

The European Migration Net work 
project will be imple mented 
with the assistance of the Berlin 
Institute for Com parative Social 
Research (BIVS). 
BIVS was selected in November 
2003 following an open invita- 
 tion to tender as a service pro vider 
to assist in the preparatory phase 
of the network’s develop ment. 
BIVS will provide expertise and 
know-how in furt her de vel oping 
and managing the net work as well 
as by contri bu ting to the network’s 
analysis and research activities.

The Berlin Institute for 
Comparative Social Research 
is a research centre that has been 
specialising in migration, refugee 
protection and ethnic relations 
for more than 25 years. It has 
been systematically  docu men ting 
information on migra tion issues 
with the help of  elec tronic data 
processing since 1986. With more 
than 220,000 titles it is among 
the largest centres of docu-
men ta tion on migration and 
ethnicity in the European Union. 
To meet the challenge of devel - 
oping the European Mi gra ti on 
Net work, BIVS´ research co-
ordinators and administrative 
staff will monitor the scientifi c 
work of EMN. BIVS will ensure 
a con tinuous ex change of ideas 
and experience among  National 
Contact Points, and assist the IT 
Service Provider in establishing 
a data processing system capable 
of facilitating the network´s 
analysis and research activi ties. 
BIVS will also ma na ge and 
evaluate the pilot research  pro-
 jects of the network. 
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The Participating 

National Contact Points

AUSTRIA: IOM Vienna assists 
the Austrian government in 
meeting the growing challenges 
of migration management. IOM’s 
goal is to provide an advanced 
understanding of migration 
issues, encourage social and 
economic develo p ment through 
migration, and uphold the 
 human dignity and well-being 
of migrants. Three key issues 
are defi ned as IOM’s strategy 
for migration manage ment: 
 migration information, migra-
 tion related services, research 
and policy. 

BELGIUM: The Belgian contact 
point forms part of the Alien's 
Offi ce Directorate General 
(Direction Générale Offi ce des 
Etrangers) of the Federal Public 
Service (Ministry) of the Interior. 
This unit refers directly to the 
top management of the FPS. 
The FPS Interior is in charge of 
migration matters including 
pro per application of the Aliens´ 
Law regarding the access 
to the territory, resi dence, 
establish ment and rem oval of 
aliens. In the asyl um fi eld, FPS 
Interior, through the Aliens´ 
 Offi ce, is also in charge of the 
fi rst step of the admissibility 
stage of the pro ce dure for the 
recognition of the refugee status. 

Czech Republic: Ministry of 
Interior: The National Contact 
of the EMN has been design-
ated within the Department for 
Asylum and Migration Policies 
of the Ministry of the Interior. 
The  Department is the main 
body responsible for the issue 
of immigration and asylum. 
The Department is in charge 
of immigration, asylum and 
border protection policy and 
legislation, co-ordination of 
Schengen negotiations, asylum 
determination process in the 
fi rst instance and integration of 
foreigners in general.   

FINLAND: The contact point 
is integrated into Statistics 
Finland, which combines 
col lected data with its own 
ex per tise to produce statistics 
and information services for 
the needs of society. Statistics 
Finland works in partnership 
with the Ministry of Interior 
Affairs, the Ministry of 
Labour and the Directorate of 

Computation and Information 
Structures (CIS) Group 
The concept, design and devel - 
opment of the distributed 
infor mation system is the 
respon si bility of CIS, which 
belongs to the Technical 
University Ber lin (TU). 
CIS research was founded in 
1992 in conjunction with the 
Fraun ho fer Institute for Soft- 
 ware and Systems Engineering 
(ISST). CIS primarily deals with 
concepts for the integration of 
heterogeneous, data-intensive 
software systems into cross-
platform infrastructures. CIS 
places particular emphasis on 
its vision of ‘ContinuousSoft-  
ware Engineering‘, i.e. evolu - 
tio nary software development 
and long-lived information 
infra structures. Research fo-
cuses on metadata-based ap-
proaches towards large-scale 
information infrastructures. CIS’ 
research focuses on ap proaches 
towards large-scale information 
infrastructures, yielding im-
proved federation architectures 
for local and  global access 
to distributed in formation, 
particularly refl ecting the issue 
of local autonomy, and coping 
with the problem of semantic 
heterogeneity.

Structure of the Distributed 
 Information System
The EMN aims towards the 
integration of information 
sources, data and documents, 
distributed over the participating 
Member States repre sented by 
their respective NCPs. This re-
quires a federated archi tecture 
of an information infra structure 
in which data and documents 
remain at their origins, i.e. at the 
NCPs and the na tio nal author-
ities.

Metadata Integration with
Local Data Management
The intended architecture of 
the EMN Central Information 
In te gra ti on Service (CIIS) is that 
of a Federated Information 
System (FIS) with global meta- 
data management and local 
data management. In te gra ti on 
is done at the level of metadata, 
such as catalogues, thesauri, or 
correspondence specifi cations 
holding a great amount of 
re le vant infor mation about 
the data sources, the data and 
docum ents them selves, and the 
environment. Thus, a EMN-wide 
defi nition and harmonisation of 
the required metadata forms 
the basis for the EMN, as well 
as the defi nition of the pro-
cesses of the data collec tion 
and meta-data annotation, 
updates and maintenance.

A standardised 
metadata-based 
infrastructure for 
facilitating distributed 
collection and search 
processes in the fi eld of 
migration and asylum

The EMN Research 

Study Projects

Mainly through desk 
analysis, the network 
members have started 
carrying out compa-
rative research related 
to European priorities of 
current interest in the 
fi elds of migration and 
asylum.
In 2004 the NCPs carried 
out a pilot research 
study project on "The 
Impact of Immigrants' 
on Europe's Societies". 
This fi rst research 
activity of the members 
of the network was 
designed, among others, 
to test the research and 
analysis capacity of the 
network at its present 
stage of development. 
The lessons learned 
from this fi rst research 
exercise will infl uence 
the research design of 
the studies that will be 
carried out by the NCPs 
in the future.



Im mi gra ti on for the European 
Migration Network projekt. In the 
beginn ing the contact point will 
con centrate on developing the 
migration and asylum statistics.

FRANCE: The Observatoire 
Statistique de l' immigration 
et de l'integration (OSII) is 
the French contact point. OSII 
analyse statistic categories 
and integration indicators. 
The observatory explores new 
statistic grounds and works 
together with the INSEE 
(Institut National de la 
Statistique et des Etudes 
Economique), eight ministries, 
two public bodies (Offi ce des 
Migrations Internationales, 
Offi ce Francais de Protection 
des Réfugiés et Apatrides), 
and INED (Institut National 
des Etudes Démographique).

GERMANY:  The Federal Offi ce for 
Migration and Refugees (BAMF) 
processes applications for asylum 
and subsidiary protection. As the 
Central Migration Agency, the 
Federal Offi ce is responsible for 
the integration of immigrants 
and is at the head of a national 
integration programme. BAMF 
undertakes tasks in receiving 
Jewish immigrants from the 
former Soviet Union; it also 
acts as the Central Offi ce for 
the distribution of information 
for the promotion of voluntary 
return, and as a contact point 
for the temporary protection in 
the case of a mass infl ux. 

GREECE:  The  Centre of Planning 
and Economic Research (KEPE) 
is involved in economic research 
in a broad fi eld of applied 
eco nomics, of both Greek and 
in ter na tio nal interest, and also in 
areas that are of interest to 
the Greek Government. It is an 
entity of pri va te law supervised 
by the Ministry of Economy and 
Finance.

IRELAND: The Economic and 
Social Research Institute (ESRI), 
is the principal insti tu tion 
en gaged in economic and 
social research in Ireland. It is 
an in de pen dent research body 
with a mission to produce high 
quality research, which informs 
policy-making and societal 
understan ding. The Institute’s 
goals are academic excellence, 
objectivity, relevance to policy, 
and wide spread dissemination of 
results. ESRI´s research has been 

a vital constituent of the Irish 
na tio nal debate on economic 
and social issues over the past 
40 years. 

ITALY: The  Dossier Statistico 
Immigrazione  (IDOS) is 
a na tio nal initiative that 
involves Ca ri tas, the Migrantes 
Founda tion, various in ter -
na tio nal organi sations, and 
several ministries and public 
bodies. IDOS has published 
the annual statistical report 
since 1991. The experi ence of 
IDOS can be summarised as 
follows: information retrieval, 
objective data presentation and 
maintaining an overall view on 
the immigration phenomenon.

THE   NETHERLANDS: The 
Immigra tion and Naturalisation 
Service In forma ti on and 
Analysis Cen tre (INDIAC) is part 
of the Dutch Im mi gra ti on and 
Naturalisation  Service (INS) of 
the Ministry of Justice. It was 
founded in April 1995 to provide 
insights on changes in asylum 
infl ux and migration fl ows. 
The main goals of the depart-
ment are research in the fi eld 
of migra tion, supporting the 
staff of the INS and informing 
the directors of the INS, the 
minister, parlia ment and external 
organi sations.

PORTUGAL: The contact point 
is integrated in the Serviço 
de Estrangeiros e Fronteiras 
(Aliens and Border Control 
Service), a central government 
authority, belonging to the 
Internal Affairs Ministry, which 
deals with immi gration issues. 
It is  responsible for the entry, 
so journ, exit and removal of 
foreigners as well as for the 
technical assistance con cerning 
immigration and asyl um policies. 
The contact point works in close 
partnership with the Na tio nal 
Statistics In sti tu te and the High 
Commissioner for Im mi gra ti on 
and Ethnic Minorities, both 
governmental institutions.

SPAIN: The  Observatorio 
per ma nen te de la Inmigracion 
(OPI) is a collegial body that has 
the following assigned functions: 
data collection, analysis, study 
and publication of information 
with migratory movements in 
Spain. The Observatory is part 
of the Ministry for Employment 
and Social Affairs through 
the Secretary of State for 
Immigra tion and Emigration. 

SWEDEN: The designated contact 
point is Statistics Sweden, 
which is the central government 
authority for offi cial statistics, 
including population, migration 
and  asylum statistics. The 
mission of Statistics Sweden is 
to supply the public with good 
quality statistics to be used as 
a basis for decision-making, 
de bate and research. The con tact 
point  works in partnership with 
the Swedish Migrarion Board, 
which is the central authority 
for alien affairs, respon sible for 
the asylum process, citizenship 
affairs, permits, etc. and the 
Swedish Integration Board, 
which should actively stimulate 
the process of integration, 
prevent and counteract racism, 
xenophobia and discrimination.

UNITED KINGDOM: The  contact 
point is situated within the 
 Immigration Research and 
Statistics Service (IRSS), part 
of the Research Development 
and Statistics Directorate of 
the Home Offi ce. It consists of 
a multi-discip linary group of 
ca. 40 statis ticians, researchers 
and admi nistrators helping 
policy and management 
colleagues in the Immigration 
and Nationality Directorate 
(IND) to meet their objectives. 
IRSS has provided statistics and 
analyses for many years on all 
aspects of the im mi gration and 
asylum system.  

Contacts

European Commission
Directorate General Justice, Freedom and 
Security 
LX 46 06/155, 
1049 Brussels, Belgium
Stephen.Davies@cec.eu.int  
 
Berlin Institute for 
Comparative Social Research 
Schliemannstr. 23, 
10437 Berlin, Germany
emn@emz-berlin.de

Technical University Berlin
Computation and Information Structures 
Secr. E-N7, Einsteinufer 17, 
10587 Berlin, Germany
markus.stuebing@tu-berlin.de 

AT: International Organisation 
for Migration
Nibelungengasse 13/4, 
1010 Vienna, Austria
ncpaustria@iom.int 

BE: SPF Intérieur
DG Offi ce des étrangers 
59 b, Chaussée d´Anvers, 
1000 Bruxelles, Belgium
emn@dofi .fgov.be

CZ: Ministry of the Interior
Department for Asylum and  Migration 
Policies
MV-P.O. Box 21/OAM, 
17034 Prague 7, Czech Republic
opu@mvcr.cz

DE: Bundesamt für Migration 
und Flüchtlinge 
Frankenstraße 210, 
90461 Nürnberg, Germany
Manfred.Kohlmeier@bamf.bund.de 

EL: Centre of Planning 
and Economic  Research
Hippokratous 22, 
Athens 10680, Greece
kepe@kepe.gr

ES: Observatorio Permanente 
de la Inmigración 
c/Amador de los Rios, # 7, 
28010 Madrid, Spain 
miscarva@amador.mir.es 

FI: Statistics Finland 
P.O. Box 4B, Statistics Finland
FIN-00022, Finland 
mauri.nieminen@stat.fi  
  
FR: Observatoire des statistic de 
l´immigration et du Haut Conseil à 
l´integration 
35, rue St. Dominique
75007 Paris, France
Caroline.Bray@sante.gouv.fr

IE: Economic and Social Research Institute
4 Burlington Rd., Dublin 4, Ireland 
Gerry.Hughes@esri.ie 

IT: Immigrazione Dossier Statistico
Viale F. Baldelli 41, 00146 Rome, Italy
oliviero.forti@emnitaly.it

NL: Immigration and Naturalization
Service Information and Analysis Centre 
Dr. H. Colijnlaan 341
2283 XL. Rijswijk, The Netherlands
EMN@ind.minjus.nl 

PT: Serviço de Estrangeiros e Fronteiras 
Rua Conselheiro José Silvestre Ribeiro, # 4, 
1649-007 Lisboa, Portugal
EMN@sef.pt

SE: Statistics Sweden 
701 89 Örebro, Sweden 
anna.eriksson@scb.se 
  
UK: Home Offi ce. Immigration Research 
and Statistics Service
Apollo House, 36 Wellesley Road, Croydon 
CR9 3RR, United Kingdom 
Victoria.Richardson@homeoffi ce.gsi.gov.uk 

date of issue: August 2005
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       http://www.european-migration-network.org


